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behind this form of composition. Others embodied a
lamentation over his married life and a complaint against
two abbots who presided over a monastery in which he was
a monk. By other writers even religion is parodied after a
fashion set by Michael Psellus in the eleventh century, when
he attacked the drunken habits of a fellow monk in verses
which are a parody of the Mass. This-tendency to parody
sacred things reaches its extreme form in the prose satire
'On a Beardless Man', which consists of a series of curse-
formulae arranged on the lines of the Mass.
In the twelfth and following centuries flourishes the
'Begging' poem, and here again Prodromus is forward with
his grovelling, but not unamusing, compkints to the
Emperor Manuel Comnenus. The concluding lines give
the key to the whole production:
Deliver me from poverty, save me from hunger's pains;
Drive off my creditors' assaults and all the world's disdains.
An even lower pitch of grovelling is reached by Manuel
Philes in his begging requests to the Palaeologi; his ambi-
tions seem never to rise above the acquisition of food and
clothing.
A fondness for the moral didactic poem is characteristic of
later Byzantine times, perhaps because the period was by no
means distinguished for a high standard of morality. Such
poems mainly advocate worldly wisdom as a means to attain-
ing practical success in life. The most prominent of these
poems is the Spaneas^ which takes the form of an admonition
by Alexius, son of John Comnenus, to his nephew (twelfth
century). It is written in popular Greek, and the advice,
though platitudinous, is on the high plane of 'Love thy
neighbour'. The poem was freely imitated in later versions,
and in these the moral standard shows a decided change for
the worse.
Special mention may perhaps be made of the descriptive
poem in Byzantine literature. The tradition here is un-
mistakably Greek. It is as old as Homer's portrayal of the
Shield of Achilles, and the treatment of such themes, con-
stantly imitated and improved upon during the whole
classical period, had attained a notable standard of excellence.